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“Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your wntains wide, do
not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen gtakes!"—
Isaiah 54:2

We do not realize half our possibilitied/e do not more than begin
to possess our inheritance. Our hills are full@fg—and we only
scratch the sand and the shallow soil on the seirf live in little
% bungalows in the valley—when there are splendidqes waiting

. for us on the hilltops.

We should never be content with a narrow life. \ieeraade for
breadth and fullness, and we rob God when wedaikach our

best Some people assert that Christianity’s idealiferis narrow.
They say it cramps and limits us. It has no plémeexample, for
physical or intellectual development. It says noghabout art, music, science, or the many phases of
human activity. It presents only the moral side—smence, obedience to heavenly laws, spiritual
attainments and achievements.
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The answer is that while Christianity may not diéddily name the things of the intellect, or distigict
call men to noble achievements in art, in explorgtin invention, in research, in the culture & th

beautiful,_it really includes in its range everyifpithat will add to the fullness and completendss o
life and characteit excludes nothing but what is sinful: disobextie to law, impurity, selfishness,
uncharity, and these only narrow and debase, domsaden and enrich life. It includes “whatever
things are true, whatever things are honorablefeviea things are just, whatever things are pure,
whatever things are lovely, whatever things argaufd report.” Is this a narrow life?

Our _faith places no limitation whatever on life—eegt what would mar, blot, or debase the
character Japanese horticulturists have a trick of stuntiegs, and the world is full also of stunted
men, only dwarfs of what God made them to be. Batdall of Christianity is always for whole
men—men reaching up to their best, and out to threiadest in every way. ... Christianity seeks the
fullest development of every power and capacitthefbeing. Jesus Christ, our pattern, would have
us become full-grown men. As leaders of otherseashers, as simple believers—our influence
should be toward the enriching and broadeningveskli ... There is no way in which we can prove
ourselves better friends to others—than by sudhente over them as will make their lives fuller,
truer, more loving, more helpful. ...

There are many people who live in only one roontpsgpeak. They are intended to live in a large
house, with many rooms, rooms of the mind, roomt@theart, rooms of taste, imagination,
sentiment, feeling. But these upper rooms areulaiised, while they live in the basement!

A story is told of a Scotch nobleman who, when &ime into possession of his estates, set about
providing better houses for his people, who wer@adj huddled together in single-roomed cottages.
So he built for them pretty, comfortable housed. iBua short time each family was living, as before
in one room, and letting out the rest of the house.



They did not know how to live in larger, better wayhe experiment satisfied him, that people could
not be really benefited by anything done for theerety from the outside. The only true way to help
them is from within, in their minds and hearts.

Horace Bushnell put it in an epigratithe soul of improvement, is the improvement ofsitig.” It
is not a larger house that is needed for a man-a-tariger man in the house! A man is not made
larger by giving him more money, better furnituiraer pictures, richer carpets, an expensive
automobile—but by giving him knowledge, wisdom, dgminciples, strength of charactes
teaching him love. ...

(to be continued..)



